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About YMCA-YWCA Joint Advocacy Initiative & its Olive Tree Campaign:

The Joint Advocacy Initiative works to: provide first hand information and updates,
through online social media and publications; meeting delegations and organizing
groups’ programs in Palestine and participating in events and gatherings abroad.
The JAI networks with local advocacy organizations, runs the Olive Tree Campaign,
promotes the Kairos Palestine document and the Boycott-Divestment-Sanctions
campaign, to enhance international advocacy work with partners and activists.

The JAI Olive Tree Campaign plants and replants olive trees in places where

olive trees are destroyed or in fields that are threatened to be destroyed or
confiscated by the Israeli military. It is a method to deal with the Israeli systematic
destruction of olive trees. On the other hand, to engage many individuals and
organizations from around the world in supporting farmers. This is done through
the sponsorship of olive trees, and participation in the olive planting and olive
harvest seasons. In 2012, the campaign distributed 8600 olive trees to 133 fields
belonging to Palestinian families in 23 towns and villages in Bethlehem, Hebron,
Jerusalem and Ramallah.
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JAI Olive Planting Program:

Through the Olive Tree Campaign, trees are planted in fields owned by
Palestinians who cannot easily get to their land. This is due to continuous
Israeli military and Israeli settler attacks, the apartheid wall, Israeli
government built by-pass roads and other infrastructure for its military
occupation and settlers, that are constructed on the famers’ lands or parts
of them. Every February the JAl and ATG organize the Olive Planting
Program for internationals to plant olive trees in solidarity with the
Palestinian farmers and people to learn about Palestine under occupation
and to promote the Olive Tree Campaign logo “Keep Hope Alive”.
In February 2012, fifty internationals from various countries in the world
participated in the Olive Planting Program, from the 4" until the 13™.
They planted more than 1600 olive trees (out of the 8600) in 4 different
locations. People from all over the world are invited to join the upcoming
Olive Planting Program, 2 — 11 February 2013.
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Wall in northern Bethlehem

Israeli Apartheid Wall:

The Wall’s total length is approximately 708 km. 61.8% of the Wall is
complete; a further 8.2% is under construction and 30% is planned but not
[ yet constructed. When completed, approximately 85% of its route will run

. inside the West Bank, isolating 9.4% of West Bank territory, including East
% i ¢ 1 Jerusalem.

Beside land confiscation and farmers’ loss of land and, hence, the

main source of families’ living, the intrusive route of the Wall isolates
approximately 49,000 Palestinians in the closed area between the Green
Line and the wall. When the wall is completed as planned, approximately

238,000 West Bank Palestinians will reside between the Barrier and the
Green Line.

In many of the West Bank districts, Palestinian rural communities are
cut off from land and water resources between the Wall and the Green

Line. Most of this land is agricultural with about 57% of the planted trees
are olives.
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Settler’s violence and “Price Tag” Policy:

Since the year 1967, the state of Israel has been transferring part of its civil
population to live permanently in the occupied West Bank. This is a direct
violation of the 4" Geneva Convention. Today, more than 600,000 Israelis

live in Jewish settlements across the West bank. Many of these settlers
have been involved in shooting Palestinians, attacking houses and
Churches, burning Mosques; destroying, uprooting and burning trees,
mainly olives; torching, damaging and taking over Palestinian farmland;
harassing and beating Palestinian farmers and landowners. Most of the
mentioned attacks fall under the Israeli settlers’ policy “price tag”.

Between January and August 2012 alone, the JAI has viewed and/or
documented more than 35 reported attacks by settlers directly on olive
trees, destroying and burning thousands of them.
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Settlements in Palestinian residential areas in East Jerusalem:

Nearly 200,000 Israeli settlers reside in settlements established in occupied East

Jerusalem, which has been illegally annexed to Israel; 35% of the annexed areas
were expropriated and allocated to settlements. About 2,000 settlers live in the

heart of Palestinian neighborhoods, in houses which have been taken over

: by various means. In addition to evicting families out of their homes, this has

S often resulted in disruption to livelihoods and access to basic services such as
! .'I'I', education and water/sanitation. This inevitably leads to reduced standard of

seopm  living and increased dependency on humanitarian aid.

¥ The number of olive trees in the East Jerusalem area that were destroyed,

@1 “1 burned or uprooted by Israelis was 1092 in the year 2011 and 116, until

August 2012, based on official reports.

“"  Similar to the rest of the Israeli settiements in the oPt, settlements in East
» — m Jerusalem are illegal under International Humanitarian Law (IHL) and the
Geneva Convention.
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Water control - affects on olive trees:

A major issue affecting the olive tree in Palestine, given the climate, is the
availability of water. Israeli settlements are built over the major aquifers in the
occupied Palestinian territories, UN OCHA reported that 56 water springs
are located in the vicinity of Israeli settlements that have either been entirely
under the control of the settlements, or are currently at risk of being taken
over, by Israeli settlers. Thus Palestinians are obliged to buying their water
from Israel. An incredible 80% of the available water in the occupied West
Bank is diverted to Israel and its settlements. Palestinians do not have
running water all times, during summers most get it for only a few days

every month, just enough to fill up their water tanks for drinking and
washing.

Although olive trees are drought-resistant trees, they should not suffer
from the lack of water, especially in summer time. Besides, the less
water olive trees receive, the less productivity they get.
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Swedish activist story:

“In 1964 the World YWCA and World Alliance of YMCAs arranged an
international Young Adult Conference in Beirut. That gave inspiration for
further contacts with the Middle East. Being a volunteer and staff in the
Swedish YWCA-YMCA and World YWCA President during the 1980s
and 90s brought me to Palestine several times, which | loved, and so
| continued coming after my retirement. The Olive-picking program is
an excellent way to continue the relations and to get updated. To be in
a diverse group of people of different ages and backgrounds working
together, getting tired and dirty from work is a good experience. In my
networks many have a one-sided view on Israel and Palestine from
their political or religious convictions. The olive picking experience is a
positive starting point that makes people listen and interested to learn

more and to contribute themselves by visiting or becoming an olive tree
sponsor”.

4‘ Anita Andersson — Sweden
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Journey for Justice to the occupied Palestinian territories:

A Journey to Palestine organized annually by the JAI for YMCA/YWCA youth from
all over the world. The journey gathers international with Palestinian youth to
witness their daily life, listen to their stories and experiences under occupation.

It also includes meetings with Israeli human rights and Palestinian groups

and organizations, as well as Palestinian farmers and refugees, professional
presentations on conflict-related issues, visits to Palestinian universities, home
stays with Palestinian host families, guided tours in Jerusalem, Bethlehem,
Hebron, Nablus, Jericho and Ramallah to visit the main religious and historic
sites, as well as old cities and markets. This is beside cultural folklore dances

and music performance.
Through this journey and other visiting programs to Palestine that the
JAI organizes, participants and visitors get introduced to the Israeli

measures against the Palestinian land, farmers, trees and the policy of land
confiscation.

Youth from YMCA/YWCA world movements are invited to join the upcoming
7 Jouney for Justice, 10 - 18 August 2013.
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Olive Tree Campaign’ Farmer’ Story:

Jamal Jaber As’ad - Abu Osama, 62, a Palestinian farmer from Irtas village
near Bethlehem. Abu Osama’s family owns a land of 20 Dunums
(1 Dunum = 1,000 m?) in the Western side of Bethlehem.

In recent years (2009-2012) Israeli settlers and military harassment have
increased putting the land of Abu Osama’s family under threat of being
stolen away from them. The threats included actual attacks by settler
mobs, uprooting of trees, arrests by the Israeli military, and burning of

a 120 year old room that was built by older generations of the family.

In regard to life threats, Abu Osama and his family refuse to give up

to Israeli intimidation and continue to farm their land and maintain

presence on it.

The Olive Tree Campaign has planted 400 olive trees on this family’s
land to support its struggle to maintain the land and to “Keep Hope
Alive”.
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JAI Olive Picking Program 2011 JAI Olive Picking Program:

In order to help farmers overcome the restrictions imposed by the Israeli
military occupation and settlers during the olive harvest season, the JAI

and ATG have been organizing an annual olive picking program since the
year 2004. This program aims to provide assistance and protective civil
presence to families while in their fields, as well as to help individuals from
around the world to get a first hand experience of Palestinian life.

Besides olive picking, the participants also visit the cities of Jerusalem,
Bethlehem and Hebron, and have presentations on various topics to

witness and understand the reality of the life of Palestinians living under
occupation.

You are invited to join the coming JAI-ATG 2013 Olive Picking Program,
19 — 28 October.
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ve tree at G Social-Economic and Religious significance of the Olive Tree:

The olive tree is known to have social and economic importance during
the harvest season, with its ability to gather a large number of people.
Palestinian families including children, women, men, students and the

., elderly all gather in their olive groves to harvest their trees while bringing

- alive Palestinian traditions and folklore with cultural evenings and

1+ activities.

Olive wood is known to be the best kind of wood for creating simple
sculptures and shapes, such as gifts and souvenirs which are
appreciated by tourists and foreigners visiting the Holy Land. Its wood
and seeds are also widely used as a main heat source in homes
throughout the Palestinian territories.

The olive tree is one of the most important and symbolic plants. It is
mentioned in the Bible for 16 times and in the Quran for 12 times. The

anointing of people and objects with olive oil has a long history and a
sacred significance.
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Olive Tree planting in Palestine and agricultural productivity:

For thousands of years Palestinians have planted olive trees in all the
different areas in Palestine. Today, the number of olive trees in the occupied
West Bank and the Gaza Strip mount nearly to 7.6 million trees. They are
between 1 — 4000+ years old. The culture of plating olive trees in Palestine
represents the old Arabic proverb “The older generations planted so we
could eat, we plant so the future generations would eat.”

In general the olive tree is the best tree to adapt to the dry and hot
climate of Palestine, regardless of the altitude of the area (from 250
meters below the sea level to 900 meters above the sea level). Also,
olive trees are covering 67% of the arable land in the occupied West
Bank and the Gaza Strip. It also contributes to 70% of the production of
fruit trees.
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To Sponsor an Olive Tree & Keep
Hope Alive for the Palestinians:
OliveTree@JAl-Pal.org
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Join Our Programs

Olive Planting Program:

2- 17 Fibwary  AJJS

Youth Journey for Justice
7O - /8 Fupust
Olive Picking Program:
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