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Trees planted in Oush Ghrab – Beit Sahour for the first 
time since 1967. (JAI) 
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Introduction:  
 
By March 2010 the Joint Advocacy Initiative (JAI) had completed the 8th olive planting season through the 
Olive Tree Campaign (OTC). The planting season is usually the outcome of collective efforts taking place in 
several countries around the world to educate people on Palestine, improve the involvement in work related to 
peace with justice in Palestine and the sponsoring of olive trees to be planted in the occupied territories. 
Through this collective effort the OTC can continue supporting Palestinian farmers in their struggle to maintain 
their property, dignity and land.  
 
Since 2002, the OTC has been working on raising awareness about the devastating impact of the Israeli Military 
Occupation on the Palestinians and has been working on reaching out and recruiting new sponsors of olive trees 
to be planted in the OTC’s targeted areas. 

 
The social and political environment through which the campaign endured this planting season was difficult and 
complicated, affirming that the military occupation and the Israeli control over the West Bank and Gaza is 
worsening especially when it comes to land theft and stealing of resources, water in particular.      

 
This season also witnessed a further increase of settlers’  attacks 
on Palestinians and Palestinians property. Such attacks are 
increasing in Jerusalem, Hebron, Nablus, Salfit and other 
Palestinians districts, and, as viewed by Palestinians, the attacks 
are carried out with protection from The Israeli Occupations’  
Army and the Government of Israel.  
 
Also, the construction of the Israeli Apartheid Wall is still going 
on despite its illegality. In Bethlehem District, the Israel has been 
annexing major parts of Beit Jala and and Al Walajeh through the 
construction of the wall, uprooting olive trees, attacking farmers 
and arresting Palestinians, Israelis and international volunteers 
who have been protesting against the act of land theft. The 

purpose behind the annexation and environmental destruction of land in Al Walajeh and Biet Jala is to make it 
possible for the Israelis to add another major settlement block between Bethlehem and Jerusalem. Givat Yael is 
a settlement planned to swallow the rest of the towns’  land and become home for nearly 55,000 settlers that will 
be added to the half-million settlers already living in the Occupied West Bank. A map of the settlement’s plan 
can be found here http://www.poica.org/editor/case_studies/Givat_Yael_07.jpg .  
 
Despite the difficulties on the ground, the OTC has succeeded in planting around 10,000 olive trees more than 
8000 of which are sponsored by friends, partners and others from various countries around the world.  
 



Trees planted in Biet Iskaria near Bethlehem. 
(JAI) 

Implementation 
 
The implementation of the planting season began as usual, in 
November 2009 with reviewing the applications for olive trees 
submitted during the year from all the farmers as well as applications 
from previous years that OTC could not cover because of high 
demands. This review process included field visits to assess the needs 
of all the fields, and whether the fields met the criteria of the 
campaign. During this process fields were prioritized, as in previous 
seasons, using the following criteria:  
 

·  Number of uprooted trees in the field. 
·  Threat of confiscation due to the expansion of illegal Israeli 

settlements.  
·  Distance from the Apartheid wall, and threat of confiscation for 

its construction on Palestinian land inside the West Bank. 
·  The farmers will and efforts to look after the field and the trees.  
·  Capacity of the campaign in terms of availability of the olive 

trees compared to the capacity of the field.  

·  A proof of land ownership. 
·  Date of application. 

 
Also, the campaign selected the possible locations for intervention outside the Bethlehem District (where the 
campaign is based) in Hebron, Ramallah, and Gaza after recommendations made by local contacts and field 
workers in these locations.  
 
During the assessment period, the agricultural experts in the campaign decided what should be provided for 
each selected field in terms of trees, irrigation systems, fertilizers and other needs. The OTC decided to continue 
using tree tubes after their success in providing the trees much needed protection from environmental risks, 
mainly high temperatures in the dry summers, herding and animals that could destroy the newly planted trees.  
 
The Planting Process:  
The planting started in early January 2010. Farmers from 
the Bethlehem area were invited for a session with the 
OTC to further explain the mission of the campaign and 
expectations from farmers towards the olive trees, the 
campaign and the sponsors. Meeting farmers, distribution 
of trees and the planting was carried out until the end of 
March.  However, the process was interrupted by Israeli 
soldiers and settlers in some fields in Al Masara, Biet 
Ummar, Tequ, Al Khader and Irtas but eventually all 
trees provided where planted in the fields targeted by the 
OTC.  
 
So far, the campaign succeeded in planting 10,035 olive 
trees in 111 fields around the occupied territories with a 

Ready for planting. (JAI) 



larger focus on Bethlehem, Hebron and Gaza. The 111 fields are in 29 locations mostly affected by the Israeli 
Military occupation, its procedures and infrastructure. 
 
 The table below shows the locations where trees are planted.  
 
 District  Location Fields Planted Trees 

Hebron  1 60 
Beit Ummar & Safa 8 1750 
Tarqoumia 2 255 
AL Shyoukh 1 140 

1 Hebron  

Doura 8 630 
2 Ramalla Al Mghayyer 1 150 

Al Zaytoon Nighbourhood  14 900 3 Gaza 
Rafah 1 100 
Wadi Fukeen 2 165 
Irtas 8 540 
Jab©a  10 1035 
Al Khas & Al Numan 1 75 
Al Khader  18 1210 
Al Masara 2 200 
Al Walajeh 2 160 
Um Salamoneh 1 125 
Battir 1 160 
Biet Iskaria  3 400 
Biet Jala  1 100 
Tequ 3 270 
Joret Al Sham©a 1 100 
Husan 2 115 
Rakhama 1 100 
Al Asakra  1 90 
Za©tara  3 185 
Beit Sahour  4 400 
Nahhalin 8 330 
Hindaza 1 120 

4 Bethlehem 

Al Rashaydeh 2 170 
 Total 29 111 10035 
 
This planting season included several events and cases that were tackled successfully through the OTCs 
intervention. Being able to return to planting olive trees in Gaza was one challenge the OTC managed to 
successfully overcome owing to the fact that Israel had done all in its power to crush the 1.5 million Palestinians 
living in the Gaza Strip, making life and survival nearly impossible. Other successes are related to helping more 
farmers from Al Khader maintain their land against the restless Israeli attempts to annex their land. One attempt 
came from the prime minister of the Israeli controversial right-wing government Benjamin Netanyahu. 
Referring to Settlements built on land stolen from Al Khader and other Palestinians communities near 
Bethlehem, he said “ This is an inseparable part of the State of Israel” . Ignoring the basic facts that this land is 
inside the Occupied West Bank, the majority of it is owned by Palestinian farmers and families who are not 



Planting in Al Zaytoon neighborhood – Gaza. (JAI)  

citizens of Israel, the permanent existence of any Israeli civilian on the occupied West Bank is a clear violation 
of international law, and also it is simply the most fertile land in the Bethlehem District. The OTC for another 
year has helped more farmers from Al Khader than any other area as done in previous seasons and will continue 
to do so in the future of the campaign.   
 
The Olive Planting Program 2010 
For the third year running, the Olive Planting Program was carried out successfully, by the Alternative Tourism 
Group (ATG) and the Joint Advocacy Initiative (JAI). The success of this year’s program was due to the 
impressive participation of people coming from many different countries who came to learn, help and show 
solidarity with the Palestinian farmers. This year’s participants were more than 45 from Norway, Netherlands, 
USA, Finland, Switzerland, Belgium, France, Germany, Greece, Switzerland, UK and the organizers from 
Palestine. 

Through the program, participants planted about 1600 olive trees in 
various locations, in Jab’a, Beit Sahour, Beit Ummar and Beit Eskaria 
near Al Khader and attended several lectures to further understand life 
under the Israeli Military Occupation and Israeli imposed apartheid 
system on the Palestinians. JAI produced a report on this tour that can 
be viewed here http://www.jai-pal.org/content.php?page=886 . Also 
ATG has produced short films on the event that can be seen here 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_KJBqs55tw&NR=1 and here 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fOwROMEo6Rw&feature=related   
 

  
The Olive Tree Campaign in Gaza: 
This season OTC managed to plant 1000 olive trees in Gaza through the assistance of field workers in the strip. 
In the past 2 seasons the campaign could not plant a tree there due to the siege and blockade imposed on the 
strip since June 2007, leaving almost 1.5 million Palestinians most of which are refugees and living under the 
hardest conditions probably since they were first expelled back in 1948. The Israeli military has sealed Gaza 
and is still preventing any freedom of movement of both people and goods into and outside of the area 
(360KM2) over land or through the sea. Israel managed to successfully turn the tiny area on the Mediterranean 
shore into a large prison clearly practicing a crime of collective punishment. 
 
Israel has been using its control over the land, sea and air of 
Gaza to the maximum, deciding what to allow in and what not, 
leaving olive trees among a long list of items banned from 
getting into the strip. For instance; Israel has totally and 
partially destroyed 22,000 buildings during its brutal offense 
on the Palestinians in Gaza (January 2008 – February 2009) 
and since then items required for reconstruction like metal and 
cement have been banned for security reasons. The same 
reasons are applied to ban everything else that is required for 
an education, health needs and basic survival.  
 
The OTC through its work in Gaza hopes to shed the light on 
the atrocities committed in Gaza on a daily bases which are 
usually met with silence (and sometimes acceptance) by the 
larger international community. Through planting olive trees, we send a message to farmers and people who are 

Olive Planting group 2010. (JAI)  



forced to live through such harsh conditions to look towards a better future through keeping hope alive.  
 
Two areas were targeted in Gaza during this planting season, the first one is Rafah where one field is planted 
and the family decided to dedicate the field in honor of Rachel Corrie, an American citizen murdered by the 
Israeli military in Rafah –March 2003. the rest of the fields are located in Al Zaytoon (Olive) neighborhood, an 
area that was hit brutally and locally known for the tragic stories revealed during after the 22 days of Israeli 
continued war crimes in Gaza, one of the major tragedies revealed was the massacring of 60 members of Al 
Samouni family. http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/israel/4143303/Israel-strike-kills-up-
to-60-members-of-one-family.html.  
 
OTC and regardless of who is in control of Gaza (the Palestinians Authority, Hamas or Israel) believes 
Palestinians in Gaza should not be punished and their daily collective punishment is a crime against humanity 
that should be stopped. The suffering of people should not at any circumstances be used for political gains or 
because crushing a population of 1.5 million people and denying them their basic rights is essential to make 
Israel feel more secure. 
 
The Case of Khirbit Safa, Beit Ummar.  
 
Beit Ummar is a town in Hebron Governorate, located 10 km north of Hebron city in the southern part of the 
West Bank. The town is located on the Israeli bypass road (Route 60) between Hebron and Jerusalem and is 
considered the northern gateway of Hebron Governorate. The population of Beit Ummar (as in 2007) is 13,548 
Palestinians, 60% of which depend on agriculture. The town has suffered from The Israeli Occupation and 
Settlers ever since 1967. Five Israeli Jewish only settlements are built on land stolen from the town, one of 
which is Bat Ayin known for housing Zionists who continually attack the town, land and farmers. Many reports 
and much research have been produced and conducted on the case of Beit Ummar and Khirbit Safa one of 
which can be found here http://www.poica.org/editor/case_studies/view.php?recordID=2021  
 
In July 2009 Settlers from Bat Ayin set fire to about 150 Dunums of land (37 acres) in Khirbit Safa, an act that 
was celebrated by settlers who were present at the time the fire was destroying the land. As expected, 
Palestinian firefighter trucks were prevented from reaching the land as the Israeli military claimed that the area 
is under Israeli control. Damages caused by the fire were high as hundreds of grape, pine, plum, fig and other 
types of trees where burnt. It is important to mention that many settlers throughout the West Bank usually burn 
Palestinian lands during the dry hot summers when maximum damage can be done.  
 
The OTC visited the damaged area several times and met the farmers and 
the land owners, according to the assessment done in the area there was a 
minimum of 3000 trees needed to help farmers start again. We were 
committed to provide 1500 olive trees to be planted there during this season 
and are planning to provide the same number of trees in the coming planting 
season. The process of planting the area was done together with a local 
community organization that works closely with farmers and land owners in 
Biet Ummar and Khirbet Safa called the Palestine Solidarity Project.  
 
During the planting days in the burnt area, the Israeli military interrupted the 
process, kicking farmers off the land and arresting volunteers. Eventually, 
all the trees were planted in the course of 3 days.  
 

Map issued by the Israeli Military showing 
planted area as state land - Beit Ummar 



 

Later on, on the 28th of January, the Israeli military issued a military order stating that the planted area is Israeli 
state land and trees have to be uprooted. This order was another attempt of land theft to eventually add this land 
to the ever expanding settlement of Bat Ayin. By planting their land, farmers managed to expose this plan and 
act on stopping it from happening and therefore maintaining ownership of their land.  
 
OTC Sponsors:  
As part of the JAI annual plan, the OTC aimed to recruit another 350 new sponsors as well as to plant 8000 
olive trees. As mentioned previously, the OTC planted 10035 olive trees 8471 are trees sponsored by 1203 
friends, partners and new sponsors who decided to join the campaign. The rest of the planted olive trees (1564) 
came as a result of anonymous donors, difference of the exchange rate, and extra trees JAI purchased from 
several nurseries.   
 
This year has also shown an increase in sponsors around the world due to the continuous work of the 
campaign’s partners as well as the campaign’s work in the olive harvest and olive planting programs as well as 
receiving visitors throughout the year who believe that the campaign is a 
unique tool for advocacy and can be used to encourage more people to get 
involved.  
The table below shows the number of sponsors and trees sponsored during the OTC’s 8th season.  
 
 Country  Number of 

sponsored trees  
Number of 
Sponsors  

1 Belgium 4 4+ 
2 Canada 10 8+ 
3 Denmark 1010 29+ 
4 Germany 700 18+ 
5 Ireland 2313 3+ 
6 Japan 151 68+ 
7 Netherlands 2097 651+ 
8 Norway 43 32+ 
9 Switzerland 46 39+ 
10 Sweden 7 5+ 
11 UK 404 142+ 
12 USA 1583 146+ 
13 Other*    103 58+ 
 Totals  8471 1203 + 
(+) is due to cases where one tree is sponsored by more than one person.  
*  Others include sponsors who didn’ t mention their country as well as sponsors from Australia, Bangladesh, Belgium, Canada, DR Congo, Finland, 
France, Greece, Hong Kong, India, Palestine, United Arab Emirates, Peru, Philippines, Slovania, South Africa, South Korea, Spain, Taiwan and 
Trinidad and Tobago.  
 
The Campaign’s growth:  
 
This year OTC aimed for planting another 8,000 olive trees in Palestine. Involvement of people from around the 
world and work done in order to reach to the maximum possible number of people and sponsors have made it 
possible to plant more trees than we aimed for. The total number of trees planted this year reached10,035, 
bringing the total number of olive trees planted through the campaign ever since it started to 60,764 trees 
planted all over the Occupied West Bank and Gaza. 

Plaque with olive tree campaign’s sponsors. (JAI)   

 



  
Also, the sponsors involved in the campaign this year were about 1203 sponsors from more than 30 countries, 
about 157 more sponsors than the season before. 
 
The table below shows the trees planted in the past 8 seasons.  
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Total number of olive trees planted by OTC until April 2010 is 60764

Olive Tree Campaign's annual Growth 

Season 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Year 2002/2003 2003/2004 2004/2005 2005/2006 2006/2007 2007/2008 2008/2009 2009/2010

Trees 2150 4045 6988 7268 7429 13199 9650 10035
 

The Olive Picking Program 2009.  

The Joint Advocacy Initiative of the JAI and the Alternative Tourism Group (ATG) organized the sixth Olive 
Picking Program 2009 in Palestine from 17th to 26th of October 2009. This agricultural event is of special 
significance to the Palestinian economy when all energies and efforts are mobilized. 

 



Olive picking was conducted in 15 different fields in Beit Jala, Jaba©a, Al-Khader, Nahhalin, Al-Walaja 
and Wad Rahhal in the Bethlehem area. Besides olive picking, the program features introductory presentations 
about the organizing institutions, the current situation in Palestine and the effect of the Apartheid Wall. 
Presentations were given by: 

·  Applied Research Institute Jerusalem (ARIJ):  on the Apartheid Wall and land confiscation. 
·  Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions (ICAHD): Settlements and demolished houses tour 

around Jerusalem. 
·  Hebron Rehabilitation Committee (HRC): the unique situation in Hebron. 
·  BADIL Resource Center for Palestinian Residency and Refugees© Rights: the refugee questions. 

Nevertheless, tours were organized to the olive press cooperative, Ibrahimi Mosque, AL Aqsa Mosque, The 
Church of Holy Sepulture, The Church of Nativity in Bethlehem, beside the old cities of Bethlehem, Jerusalem 
and Hebron. 

More than 100 Participants from 18 different countries joined the program. They were divided into three groups 
with similar programs. 

To read more about participants reflections Please go to http://www.jai-pal.org/content.php?page=874  

To see photos taken during the program please go to http://www.jai-pal.org/gallery/thumbnails.php?album=50 

Direct and Indirect Beneficiar ies 
 
The OTC benefits numerous people on the ground in Palestine and throughout the world. Among these are: 
 

1- Sponsors of olive trees, friends and partners of the JAI, as they continue to become involved and be part 
of a growing number of people around the world advocating for peace with justice in the Holy Land.  

 
2- Participants of the olive picking and olive planting programs during the season.  
 
3- The JAI, through the increase of its local and international network of friends, partners, sponsors and 

beneficiaries. 
 

4- The global YMCA and YWCA, as the campaign is considered to be a direct tool to renew the 
movement’s commitment to peace with justice. 

 
5- The farmers and landowners are considered to have benefited directly from the actual planting, as well 

as the communication through the campaign of their life stories under the ongoing occupation. The 
campaign continues to focus mainly on farmers whose land and life is affected directly by the military 
occupation in its various modes of oppression. 

 
6- Laborers, transportation workers, fieldworkers and many individuals who took part in providing the 

campaign©s services during the planting season.  
 
7- The olive tree nurseries where the trees were purchased from. 

 



8- The communities where the planting took place. The Olive Tree Campaign managed to plant trees in 27 
communities in the West Bank and two in the Gaza strip. The lands of these communities are located 
near settlements, on the other side of the Apartheid Wall, threatened with confiscation by military orders 
and other kinds of orders. We believe that these communities benefit from the campaign as it provides 
trees for their lands as well as highlighting the kind of oppression and injustice the live through on a 
daily bases. 

 
Challenges:  
There were several challenges on the ground that JAI had to go through in order to implement another 
successful planting season, from these challenges we mention 
 

1- The blockade on Gaza made it impossible to send olive trees and other needed items provided by the 
campaign, like agricultural tubes and irrigation tubes, luckily, our friends in Gaza found an olive tree 
nursery in the besieged strip where 1000 olive trees were purchased and planted. It is worth mentioning 
that we do the work in Gaza through the help of friends from the Union of Agriculture Work 
Committees in Gaza. The blockade on Gaza has boosted the prices of everything in the strip, and olive 
trees in Gaza are about 4 or 5 times the price of an olive tree purchased from the West Bank. Despite 
that, the OTC managed to plant the 1000 olive trees initially assigned to be planted there. 

 
2- Settlers’  attacks and Israeli Military in the West Bank have continually harassed farmers during the 

planting. Despite that, farmers, land-owners and volunteers successfully planted the olive trees in all 
locations where harassment occurred. The escalation of settler attacks, especially settlers tendencies of 
burning large areas of Palestinian lands is considered a challenge for the campaign however through the 
campaign it can assist those in a productive way who lost their trees. 

 
3- The high demand for olive trees from the targeted locations in the West Bank continues to be a major 

challenge for the campaign. The increase of the campaign’s local services drives many farmers and 
landowners who are in need for their land to be planted and their stories to be shared to approach the 
campaign. The campaign is simply unable to meet the needs of every potential beneficiary. The 
campaign keeps records of all farmers whose land meets our criteria for future seasons. 

 
4- The Israeli military’s general conduct in the West Bank which includes, restrictions of movement, water 

cuts and shortages, destruction of agricultural paths and denied access to roads and settler vandalism are 
all common occurrences caused by the Israeli occupation in controlling Palestinians lives and property 
in the West Bank.  

 
5- The continuous annexation of Jerusalem as well as the restrictions of Palestinians movement within the 

West Bank made it difficult this season to provide more support to areas in need, like in Salfit, Nablus 
and other locations.  

 
Future events and plans:  
 
In this period of time where hope for an end to Israeli racism and oppression is growing, we call on our friends, 
partners, and sponsors to continue using the Olive Tree Campaign. Keep Hope Alive is a tool of advocacy and a 
method for solidarity with the Palestinian people. More events, lectures, protests, fundraising, documentary 
screenings, educational sessions are needed. The JAI will always provide materials, ideas, contacts and so on 



for all the sponsors, friends, and partners who are willing to continue advocating for Peace and Justice in 
Palestine using this Campaign.  
 
Also, nothing can be more positive, helpful, educational and an eye opening than visiting Palestine and bringing 
your personal story home. The OTC will continue to implement the annual olive picking program and annual 
olive planting program. People from all over the world of different ages, faiths, and backgrounds are 
encouraged to take part in these programs. Join us and spread the word about 
 

·  The Olive Picking Program: October 16-25-2010   http://www.jai-pal.org/content.php?page=811 
·  The Olive Planting Program February 2011. http://www.jai-pal.org/content.php?page=886  


