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About the Joint Advocacy Initiative of YWCA of Palestine and The East Jerusalem YMCA

The YWCA of Palestine and The East Jerusalem YMCA are deeply involved in advocacy work. This
deep-rooted involvement in advocacy resulted in a joint advocacy initiative, which both organizations
started on January 1st 2001.

Both organizations participate in conferences, seminars and workshops on the local, regional and
International levels. Dissemination of information, press releases and action alerts relevant to the
Palestinian issue and the work of the YWCA/YMCA are shared with partners and friends. Hosting
and arranging programs for various delegations and fact-finding missions are carried out on a regular
basis.

The JAI programs include
m Campaigns:
= Keep Hope Alive, which aims at replanting 50’000 internationally sponsored olive trees in
Palestine in the very places where they have been uprooted and destroyed, or in areas where the
fields are threatened by land confiscation
= Al-Ard Al-Taybeh, which aims to advocate on behalf of and provide support to economically
disadvantaged Palestinians who make a living from their land.
= Ad hoc campaigns.
m Networking: Church related organizations (CROs), Palestinians NGOs in the Bethlehem area,
Palestinian Environmental NGOs Network (PENGON) through Stop the Wall campaign.
m Partnerships with various international YMCAs/YWCAs, church related and internationals
organizations
m Advocacy visits and trips
m Raising awareness through our websites and The East Jerusalem YMCA Magazine, The East
Jerusalem YMCA Voice newsletters and YWCA of Palestine Echo newsletters, reports, articles,
press releases...etc.

Carry on needed researches related to the joint advocacy initiative activities and programmes.

More information about our activities can be found at
www.ej-ymca.org and www.ywca-palestine.org

Y.W.C.A. YMCA
YWCA of Palestine The East Jerusalem YMCA
Ibn Jubeir Street 29 Nablus Road
P.0.Box 20044 P.0.Box 19023

East Jerusalem East Jerusalem



He waited seven more days and again
sent out the dove from the ark. When
the dove returned to him in the evening,
there in its beak was a freshly plucked
olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the
water had receded from the earth.
Genesis 8:10-11

The Olive Tree

Symbol of Peace, Prosperity and
Wisdom

In the whole of the Mediterranean
Basin, the olive tree is an ancient
source of basic livelihood and

nutrition. Approximately 1,000 km? 7
of land in Palestine are planted with [
olive trees, compared to only 20 §

km? in Israel. An average olive tree

produces 9 kg of olives, yielding ,

2 liters of oil which has many uses:

food, sacramental oil, fuel, or as an |

ingredient of medicinal ointments.
The olive tree is plain and frugal; it
grows in poor soil and yields precious
fruit, and can live for more than a

thousand years. Throughout history, B
the Olive branch has been used as a |

symbol for peace, and together with
the vine and the fig tree, the Olive
Tree is a symbol of wisdom, prosperity
and happiness.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
1 2
New Year's Day
3 4 9 b ] 8 9
Christmas Eve (Orthodox) Christmas Day (Orthodox)
Epiphany (Catholic)
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
New Year's Day (Orthodox)
11 18 19 20 21 22 23
N Epiphany (Orthodox)
= Svhaii?tfﬂairff? (Armenian Orth.) Eid Al-Adha
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
(qe]
—
2005 °
Farmer Calendar .
The East Jerusalem YMCA YWCA of Palestine

Cultivate the land and the olive trees, apply

fertilizer. Plant new trees

TeleFax: 02-2774540

E-mail: advocacy@ej-ymca.org

Website: www.ej-ymca.org

Tel.: 02-6282593 Fax: 02-6284654
E-mail: olivetree@ywca-palestine.org
Website: www.ywca-palestine.org
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By the Figand the Olive, And the Mount of Sinai, And this City of security, We have indeed created man in the best of moulds
Surah 95. The Fig, 1-4

Through the simple action of donating an
Olive Tree you will contribute to KEEPING
HOPE ALIVE for a peaceful future in
Palestine. The amount of US$20 covers all
the costs related to planting a young olive
tree; including the tree, preparation of field,
irrigation systems and fences. All sponsors
will receive an official certificate confirming
their sponsorship of a tree, in addition to
having their names put up on a plaque in
the field where their tree is planted. You
can also join us planting olive trees on
smewl the bth of February.

" Photo: Anna Ebbesen

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
1 2 3 4 9 b
YMCA-YWCA International
Qlive Tree Planting Day
] 8 9 10 11 12 13
Al-Hijra (New Year)
14 15 16 117 18 19 20
‘ Ashura
S 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
)
S
= 1 1 1 1 1 1
» 28
Farmer Calendar .
. The East Jerusalem YMCA YWCA of Palestine
Cultivate the land and the trees. Take measures TeleFax: 02-2774540 Tel. 02-6282593 Fax: 02-6284654
agalnst the olive disease “Eye of the peacock”. E-mail: advocacy@ej-ymca.org E-mail: olivetree@ywca-palestine.org

Plant new trees. Welbsite: www.ej-ymca.org Website: www.ywca-palestine.org
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One day the trees went out to anoint a king for themselves. They said to the olive tree, ‘Be our king.” But the olive tree
answered, ‘Should | give up my oil, by which both gods and men are honoured, to hold sway over the trees?’

Judges 9:8-9
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The Olive Tree Campaign replants olive trees in areas where they have been uprooted or destroyed, or in areas where
the fields are threatened by land confiscation by the Israeli occupation army or settlers. The campaign goal is to
replant 50,000 olive trees in Palestine. Through replanting olive trees, Palestinians will be encouraged to keep hope
alive and to reaffirm their commitment to work constructively toward peace-building.

In the first seasons (2002 — 2004) we planted 6045 olive trees in 37 fields.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
1 2 3 4 9 6
YMCA-YWCA International Olive Tree
] ] ] - | ] Planting Day ] ]
] 8 9 10 11 12 13
International Women's Day
14 15 16 117 18 19 20
End of Olive Tree Planting Season Palm Sunday (Catholic)
= 21 22 23 24 25 26 21
o International Day for the Elimination Annunciation (Catholic) .
of Racial Discrimination World Day for Water Good Friday (Catholic) Easter Sunday (Catholic)
h Beggining of the week
(q) 28 29 30 31
E End of the Week of Solidarity with .
the Peoples Struggling against Palestinian Land Day
Racism and Racial Discrimination
Farmer Calendar .
The East Jerusalem YMCA YWCA of Palestine

Taking care of the olive trees and removing the

weeds. Last month for planting new trees.

TeleFax: 02-2774540
E-mail: advocacy@ej-ymca.org
Website: www.ej-ymca.org

Tel.: 02-6282593 Fax: 02-6284654
E-mail: olivetree@ywca-palestine.org
Website: www.ywca-palestine.org
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Rhote: Sebastien Fornerod

Since the 1967 occupation, lIsrael has either
confiscated or declared ‘closed’ over 55% of the
West Bank, which covers an area of 5,854 kmZ2
including east Jerusalem, and 25% of the Gaza
Strip, which covers an area of 365 km?Z. It thereby
prohibits Palestinian access to their lands.
Palestinians are allowed to use less than 15% of
their water resources. Israel has pursued a policy
of colonizing Palestine through settlements in an
attempt to change its demographic makeup. As
of March 2004, there are 20 Israeli settlements
in the Gaza Strip housing an estimated between
7,000 and 8,000 settlers (Aljazeera.net), and
over 136 in the West Bank and East Jerusalem
with a population of more than 322,800 settlers
(B'tselem).
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
1 2 3
4 9 6 1 8 9 10
World Health Day Deir Yassin massacre (1948)
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Palestinian Prisoner's Day
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
= érl':)ﬂ[;ﬂ)d Annabavy (irth of the \Fljvaolr\md SYl\chgf\’ys(F?&Jhnoc?-%)e-world
h - | [ - | - | — | breakfast
. 25 26 21 28 29 30
F. Calend .
AECEAIEHEar The East Jerusalem YMCA YWCA of Palestine

Add fertilizer and trim the trees. The season for

producing the “national” olive oil soap.

TeleFax: 02-2774540
E-mail: advocacy@ej-ymca.org
Website: www.ej-ymca.org

Tel.: 02-6282593 Fax: 02-6284654
E-mail: olivetree@ywca-palestine.org
Website: www.ywca-palestine.org
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He will be like a vine stripped of its unripe grapes, like an olive .
tree shedding its blossoms.

Job 15:33]

- Sl 5 [P Elfier Seanes
Onemilliontreesand thousands of acres
of farmland have been destroyed in the
Palestinian Territories by the Israeli
Occupation Army since the beginning
of the Intifada in October 2000. As a
part of this policy, 367,346 olive trees
have been uprooted (31.05.2004),
this destructive practice continues on
a daily basis in Palestine. Some of
the excuses given for the confiscation
of Palestinian land and the uprooting
of trees range from the expansion of
Israeli settlements and their bypass
roads to the building of the “Apartheid
2 A wall”, which annexes 50% of the West

7 a1 oy e e RBank to Israel.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
1
Easter (Orthodox)
Labor Day
2 3 4 9 b 1 8
World Press Freedom Day Palestinian Child Day
Ascension (Catholic)
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Palestinian Nakhba Day (1948)
Pentecost (Catholic)
16 11 18 19 20 21 22

World Day for Cultural Diversity for

> E— Dialogue and development
(qe) 23 24 25 26 217 28 29

E Week of Solidarity with Peoples of | Corpus Christi (Catholic)
Non-Self-Governing Territories
2 U U 5 World No-Tobacco Day

Farmer Calendar .

. . . o The East Jerusalem YMCA YWCA of Palestine
This month is crucial to avoid insects and root TeleFax: 02-2774540 Tel.: 026282593 Fax: 02-6284654
dlgger mammal’s damaglng the tree and its root. E-mail: advocacy@ej-ymca.org E-mail: olivetree@ywca-palestine.org

Website: www.ej-ymca.org Website: www.ywca-palestine.org
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But | am like.an olive tree s _'_*t\ 8 .,ﬁ ‘-'ul
flourishing in the house of God; . MW" * | o= o & f '
| trust in God'’s unfa///ng./ove for . f ‘g e i 'J;;‘

ever and ever. ! L ‘ ;
Poalii 52,8 ~ e THE G)Ilve Tree w =ov.

LS - ‘B‘y T_a;fwf/q Al-Zayad»

’ -y -..l.
% . i T ‘J*‘H |-.I H_ 'h‘ L]

.......

. i o Because | Could'be arrested: a_ny day
; And my house could be visited bylttieinol Ce ,ﬁgg |55h;;|” [I{imhglh
by o5 ™ To be searched and to-.be Cleansed’; - Gk U NCh i
TR - . - Because | cantafford 10 buy paper-.‘ #‘* Mm elnave] cacheaknercl maxtor
'y : . “#iShall carvee.verythmg{[hat shappens to me -
A T Andall my secrets"l o - );
) T A "'l' 7 A5 s t{eXhaUSted {Us
o Mo, - e . ! :* -“ L— ~ mmmrh
- “d ,,_-.;\ . Andflfshall Canveeverythingd sunme :

e . & NG What the moon wh|sp 3
. J - : And hhthe b|rd§|tt|ng‘o >

Th ellfthat SRS _j

The lovers neverreturned fo;

S0 that lfwillInot+forget,

|'shallicontinue carving,

All the chapters of my tragedy

And all the phases of the Catastrophe,

From how it started

So that itshall b8 erased by atentnior: the sweetness ithat
IS yetto.come:

| shall carve the registration numbers

Of every parcel of land that is stolen from us.
And the location of my village, its borders.
And the houses that are blown up.

And my trees that are uprooted. To the full-blown disaster that hits us now,
And every wild flower that is trampled upon. In the olive tree in the yard of my house.
And the names of those who mastered the art

Of playing on my nerves and taking away my breath. ey Beae

And the names of my prisons.

And the types of cuffs

That clasped onto my wrests.
And the files of my wanders.

And every insult
Fornaree
-~ "

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
4 9

International Day of Innocent Al Naksa (1967 Six Day's War)
Children Victims of Aggression

10 11 12

Ascension (Orthodox)

13 15 16 17 18 19

World Day to Combat Desertification Pentecost (Orthodox)
and Drought

20 22 23 24 26

World Refugee Day International Day in Support of

Victims of Torture
21 30

2005

Farmer Calendar .

, . . o The East Jerusalem YMCA 4 YWCA of Palestine
Spray's the olive trees with pesticide if needed, and TeleFax. 02-2774540 A Tel. 026282593 Fax: 026284654
remove the weeds. E-mail: advocacy@ej-ymca.org E-mail: olivetree@ywca-palestine.org

Website: www.ej-ymca.org Website: www.ywca-palestine.org
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Farmer Calendar
.. . The East Jerusalem YMCA
Check the trees for damaging insects, especially TeleFax: 022774540
concerning the olive fIy which can be stopped by E-mail: advocacy@ej-ymca.org

using olive fIy trap. Website: www.ej-ymca.org

YWCA of Palestine
Tel.: 02-6282593 Fax: 02-6284654
E-mail: olivetree@ywca-palestine.org
Website: www.ywca-palestine.org
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Israel has limited the water consumption of Palestinians through
applying the following procedures:

1. putting a limit of 100 m?h (square meters per hour) on the quantity of water
extracted for Palestinian use from their own wells.
2. Prohibiting Palestinians from digging new wells, after it confiscated the old

wells. In the eventuality that Palestinians were given a permit, the depth of .-

wells would be limited to 140 meters.

3. disrupting the construction of extensions of the water infrastructure in the
Palestinian municipalities

4. prohibiting Palestinians from using the water supply from the Jordan river.

The source of the threats to the Palestinian water supply lie in the
Israeli over consumption of water, knowing that the Palestinian
water resources are few, and without considering the imbalance
between the supply and the annual food and water consumption,
the thing that led to depletion of the allowance of natural water
table. Israel consumes 85% of the water extracted from the West
Bank’s water table, which equals 483 million square meters, in
addition to 10 million from the water supply of Gaza Strip. These
quantities cover 25% of the Israeli water requirements.

Comparisons between the Palestinian and the Israeli consumption of water:

Subject Israel Palestine | Ratio
Population in millions 5,7 2,9 1.96 : 1
Consumption (domestic) in m?/year 571 91 6.3:1
Individual's share of drinking water in m?/year | 101 30 3.36 : 1
Agricultural consumption in m%year 1252 171 7.3:1
Planted fields in donoms (1000 m?) 2 millions {211 thousands| 9.47 : 1
Individual's share of planted fields in donoms (1000 m?) | 350 68 515:1
Industrial consumption in m?year 136 5 27 : 1
Total individual's share in m%year 344 93 37:1

(The Palestinian Authority — Ministry of Planning http://www.mop.gov.ps/ar/issues/water.asp)
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
1 2 3 4 ) 6 1
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
International Day of the World's International Youth Day
Indigenous People
13 16 17 18 19 20 21
- | | - | - 1 — - | _
WI 22 23 24 25 26 21 28
= International Day for the Remem-
m brance of the Slave Trade and Its
— 29 30 31
auereaEar The East Jerusalem YMCA YWCA of Palestine

Keep on protecting the trees from damaging insects TeleFax: 02-2774540

and irrigate if necessary.

E-mail: advocacy@ej-ymca.org
Website: www.ej-ymca.org

Tel.: 02-6282593 Fax: 02-6284654
E-mail: olivetree@ywca-palestine.org
Website: www.ywca-palestine.org
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il: | . Y- alends
Though the fig tree does not bud
and there are no grapes on the
vines,

though the olive crop fails

and the fields produce no food,
though there are no sheep in the
pen

and no cattle in the stalls,

yet | will rejoice in the LORD

| will be joyful in God my Savior.
Habakkuk 3:17-18 F4

Abu Saleem is an 83 year old |§
Christian farmer who lives in &
Beit Jala near Aida refugee camp
on the outskirts of Bethlehem. g
He has dedicated his life to the
planting of olive trees and taking
care of the ones his ancestors
planted long ago.

Photg; Rornerod

Abu Saleem owns land planted with olive trees in Beit Jala valley right under the bridge. The trees are now uprooted.
Yet Abu Saleem was confronted with the arbitrary nature of the occupation once again. On Monday the 2nd of
August, Israeli bulldozers started uprooting trees and confiscating the land owned by Abu Saleem for the purpose of
constructing the Apartheid Wall. Abu Saleem was devastated. On that day, Abu Saleem slept by a tree, for which he
was willing to sacrifice his life. The tree was called "Al Mabroukeh", or "The Blessed", which was about 1000 years old,
and which was part of Abu Saleem pledged to his grandfather that he would care for. Abu Saleem refused to sell that
ancient tree upon an offer of 2000 NIS (around $450), for he was emotionally connected to the tree, which brings
him back to the memories of his beloved grandfather.

The old farmer has committed himself to take care of the tree and to protect it from all harm to fulfill his promise to
his grandfather.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
1 2 3 4
5| e/ 1| 8 9 1w n
h nternational Literacy Day
Fel) 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Q Sabra and Shatila massacre (1982)
E 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
(e b)
E International Day of Peace
Fel) 26 21 28 29 30
w (Bzeg(i)rg;ing of the Second Intifada

Farmer Calendar .
e . The East Jerusalem YMCA YWCA of Palestine

Prepare wild olive seeds for next planting season TeleFax: 02-2774540 Tel.: 02-6282503 Fax: 02-6284654

and make sure the olive press IS ready for use. E-mail: advocacy@ej-ymca.org E-mail: olivetree@ywca-palestine.org

Website: www.ej-ymca.org Website: www.ywca-palestine.org
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

4

World Habitat Day Beginning of Ramadan (one month
fasting)

10 11 12 15 16

World Mental Health Day International Day for Natural Disaster Beginning of the Olive picking season| World Food Day
Reduction World YWCA Week Without Violence

17 18 19 20 22 23

International Day for the Eradication World YWCA Week Without Violence
of Poverty 2005 (end)

24 25 26 217 29 30

United Nations Day
World Development Information Day
Disarmament Week

Quds' Day Kufur Kasem massacre (1956) Disarmament Week

Farmer Calendar .

_ . . - The East Jerusalem YMCA 4 YWCA of Palestine
The olive harvest season is starting. Start picking TeleFax: 02-2774540 O Tel. 02-6282503 Fax 02-6284654
the olives. E-mail: advocacy@ej-ymca.org E-mail: olivetree@ywca-palestine.org

Website: www.ej-ymca.org Website: www.ywca-palestine.org
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Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives,
and his disciples followed him. On reaching the
place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall
into temptation.” He withdrew about a stone’s throw
beyond them, knelt down and prayed, “Father, if you
are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will,

but yours be done.”
Luke 22:39-42

Olive picking season: traditional techniques to
collect the olives

The traditional techniques for picking olives are;
the manual picking and the use of a stick. The
auto picking using hormones or chemicals is not
used at all in Palestine.

The handpicking and dropping of the fruits
towards carpets placed below are the most
common and favoured methods. While, using the
stick is harmful for the trees and their branches,
as it breaks the soft branches that would carry
fruits for the next season. So, we recommend that
the farmers stop the use of the stick technique
for good because it reduces the yield by 25 %.
Usually, the farmer cleans the soil around the
trees and removes thorny plants and stones. It is
also preferable for the farmer to collect the dry
fruits as well as nubs and olive fruits with little oil
found on the ground, which will not be pressed for
oil with the other fruits. It is good to trim the trees
and clip the dry branches in the interior of the tree
for an easier manual picking of olives.

-

'

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
1 2 3 4 9 6
Balfour Declaration (1917) Eid AL-Fitr Intenational Dy for Preventing the
Exploitation of the Environment in
] 8 9 10 11 12 13
B. Week for resisting the Wall E. Week for resisting the Wall
d.)h 14 15 16 117 18 19 20
Independence Day of Palestine International Day for Tolerance Universal Children's Day
Q (Constitution of 1988)
= 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
m International Day for the Elimination
> of Violence against Women
o 28 29 30
z International Day in Solidarity with
the Palestinian People
Farmer Calendar .
The East Jerusalem YMCA YWCA of Palestine

Finish the olive harvest season and start preparing

for the rain to come. Plow the land.

TeleFax: 02-2774540
E-mail: advocacy@ej-ymca.org
Website: www.ej-ymca.org

Tel.: 02-6282593 Fax: 02-6284654
E-mail: olivetree@ywca-palestine.org
Website: www.ywca-palestine.org
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"h v Alllahlis the_L'/féhz‘;_of the heavens and the
= earthheRParable ofi His' Light is as.if

therewereaiNicheland within ita Lamp:

the Lampﬁm@_/oged IniGlass: the glassias

itweretafbrilliantsstar- it from a blessed
Treexani®@live Sneither: of the east nor of 1

RS, Vv/n‘gse‘ olliswell-nigh luminous,

thotgh firelsearce touched. it: Light upon
hght! A//a/‘a aothiguide whom He will to h
S HistlightAllahidoth set forth Parables ‘o
for men=andiAllahidoth know all things.
Surah 24. Light, 35

< o

Through the olive and the Olive tree, scholars_één trace the development of-human civilization in Palestine. The Olive
trees do not only produce olives, butithey are used'in-numerous ways.0live oil'is nutritious and useful in most kinds
of cooking. For centuries, people of the Mediterranean have also recognized:the:benefits of oliveoil for the skin. Olive
oil soap is a natural cleanser and moisturizer. The production of hand-carved olive woodTitems has been the main
source of income for Palestinians in the Bethlehem area for;centuries. The oliveitree is a major part of the Palestinian
identity. Palestinians say “to seize an ancient olive tree is like a confiscation of memory” to describe their injured
land. The uprooting of trees therefore hurts Palestinians in'a number of ways.

Formerod

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

2 3

World AIDS Day International Day for the Abolition | International Day of the Disabled
of Slavery Persons

9 10

Beginning of the First Intifada (1987)] Human Right Day

14 15 16 17 18

Beginning of the Olive Tree Planting
Season

21 22 23 24 23

Christmas Eve (Catholic) Christmas Day (Catholic)

28 29 30 31

New Year's Eve (Catholic)

Farmer Calendar .

. . The East Jerusalem YMCA 4 YWCA of Palestine
Make cutting from the olive trees to make new TeleFax: 02-2774540 A > Tel 026282503 Fax: 02-6284654
small trees and pIant new wild olive seeds. Pla ntlng E-mail: advocacy@ej-ymca.org E-mail: olivetree@ywca-palestine.org

season starts. Website: www.ej-ymca.org Website: www.ywca-palestine.org
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