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Farmers in Palestine are often prevented from working on their land. The
Apartheid Wall, soldiers, and settlers often block farmers. Other times settlers
build fences around the area so the farmers cannot enter their property. When
farmers and their families do get to work on their land, often they are harassed
by settlers and soldiers. Olive trees have been uprooted or burned by settlers.
Often times, the Israeli authorities turn a blind eye to these violations of the law,
and let the settlers continue. As a result of this many farmers are forced to stop
cultivating their land. When land is left uncultivated settlers will regard the land
as “unused” and consider it to be theirs to seize. On several occasions, land that
was originally owned by the farmer has been used by the Israelis to build new
outposts, or expand existing settlements.
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And when he had set the brands
on fire, he let them go into the
standing corn of the Philistines,
and burnt up both the shocks, and
also the standing corn, with the
vineyards and olives

(Judges 15:5)
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Farming in the area in and around Palestine dates back 10000 years. In Jericho,
archeologists have found evidence of a farming village with its own irrigation
system dating to 8000 BC. The main crops grown in the East Mediterranean
Countries were wheat and barley. By 7000 BC many crops and animals were
domesticated, and people transitioned from nomadic hunter-gatherers into
settling more permanently in small villages. When people learned how to store
surplus crops they could provide a more stabile food supply, resulting in an
increase in the population. The olive tree spread to the Levant from Asia Minor,
today’s Turkey, some 6000 years ago. Archeologists say that olive trees were first
cultivated between 4000 and 3000 BC. Ever since the olive tree has been a key
characteristic in the Mediterranean farming.
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And by virtue thereof He causes crops
to grow for you, and olive trees, and
date palms, and all other kinds of fruit:
in this, behold, there is a message
indeed for people who think.

(The Bee 16:11)
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Water shortage is a major problem in the West bank and in Gaza. After 1967, the
Israeli government took control over 85% of the water resources in the Palestinian
territories, and still controls the key water lines. Although there are three water
basins in the West Bank, thousands of Palestinians are left with little or no water
supply. According to the World Health Organization the average person needs
100 liters of water per day to ensure basic sanitation and health. The average
consumption of a Palestinian is just 22.5 liters per person per day, while in Israel
the average person consume 330 liters per day. The general shortage of water and
Israeli control over the water recourses makes the price of water very high. Also for
farmers the water situation is creating difficulties. The water volume for irrigation
is decreasing every year while the demand is increasing due to population growth,
thus leaving Palestinians with unacceptable water conditions. There are also
problems with settlers destroying the farmers’irrigation systems.
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A land of wheat and barley,
of vines and fig trees and

pomegranates, a land of olive
oil and honey;

(Deuteronomy 8: 8)
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As a result of the Israeli occupation and particularly after the construction of the
Apartheid Wall, the economic situation in Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT)
has gone from bad to worse. The unemployment rate has gone up, in the West bank
and especially in Gaza. In 2007, the unemployment rate reached 24.5% in the West
Bank and 35% in Gaza according to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics. Six
out of ten Palestinians now live below the poverty line, where in Gaza poverty rate
has reached more than 80%! The international boycott of the Hamas government
elected in 2006 made the situation for Palestinians even more difficult, with the
people, not the government, bearing the real burden of the sanctions. Even foreign
aid was halted because of the boycott of the elected government. Overall, the
everyday life of the average Palestinian has become more and more of a struggle
in feeding his family.
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Hazrat Sayyed Al-Ansari narrates that
the Prophet (Pbuh) said “Eat the olive
oil and massage it over your bodies

since itis a holy tree”
(Tirmizi, Ibn Maja)
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Palestinian farmers face many obstacles that prevent them from working their land
and selling their products. The construction of the apartheid Wall and expansion
of Israeli settlements on the fertile lands of the West Bank make it a struggle for
the Palestinian farmers to access their lands. Without a special permit from the
Israelis, Palestinian farmers are forbidden to access fertile agricultural areas such
as those in the Jordan Valley. They also face daily problems in farming their lands
and marketing their products to neighboring markets due to the growing number
of check points that restrict the movement of the Palestinian people. It is worth
mentioning that in last three years the number of obstacles blocking Palestinian
movements has risen from 376 to 630 according to a UN report published in 2008.
If the Palestinian farmers do reach their lands, they are on a daily basis vulnerable
to harassment and aggression by Israeli settlers. Based on these facts the JAI
through the Olive Tree Campaign is working to Keep Hope Alive for Palestinian
farmers and their families, through planting olive trees, and encourage them to
challenge all the obstacles.
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But | am like a green olive tree
in the house of God: | trust in
the mercy of God for ever and
ever

(Psalms 52: 8)
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In 1948 more than 800,000 Palestinians had to leave their villages during the
establishment of the state of Israel. Resolution 194 of the General Assembly
of UN states that “The Refugees whom desire to return and live in peace with
their neighbors must be allowed to do so at the closest possible date, while the
Refugees who choose not to return must be paid back for each lost or destroyed
item deemed as their property”. As of today the total number of Palestinian
refugees have risen to 7 million. Most of them are now living in the Diaspora. Many
Palestinian refugees hold on to the keys to the houses in their old villages, and
these are passed on to their grandchildren, the third generation of refugees. With
this key they are clinging to the hope of being able to return one day, although in
many cases uprooted olive trees and destroyed land is what would meet them.

ANae]] X T A P,

S ) ol Go & padll Bomglls HLAlN J] Gishadd AT Ace o ST sl VAEA plll @
VaE o) Sagwll Bou pols 518 ol Busill eel dalsd) gl Cuslds Ll ] Do usnlis
ez opilne ze s Giumlly aiSluns eaisa Jl Boswll § sl )l el 3V e i g
Slagss o) Bou paise Jl Bos=ll pas 031k (2illy (OSwea LBy (a3l § B39l pal plowd!
=Y Osele VI e Gpiahaaddl oMl sus jsley podly wBradlbl ol 85523l ailSlina s
Gy dLoV) d,8 § drg plivg Jadioy egie wasll by Yo Mo 0Lt § Gstums ppalins
Bogwll § Ul OszoWI luny pliall gy oW o CIEI Juod! easlasy HLES Ly3goluo

(S8 ol elaswl %?,é;lﬂ! 2oy adl 395m 08 late 1235 I eapolily e Jl Le [

o

Joint Advocacy Initiative 4_S,sdll gl éulf 5,0L0
The East Jerusalem YMCA s &l - &l gloiill ds o
YWCA of Palestine o suls - dowll ollill 400
Tel/Fax: +970 (02) 2774540 E-mail: advocacy@jai-pal.org www.jai-pal.org



Then we split the earth properly, thereby
produced grain in it, and grapes and
fodder, and olives and date palms, and
dense gardens, and fruits and grass, in
order to benefit you and your cattle.

(The Abasa 80: 26)
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Legal restrictions on uprooting trees

Since the beginning of the second intifada in September 2000, the Israelis have
uprooted or destroyed about half a million olive trees in the West bank and Gaza.
By doing this they are not only destroying the agriculture of the Palestinians, they
are also breaking international laws. What used to be fertile olive groves has been
turned into Israeli settlements or bypass roads. The Hague Convention mentions
that destruction of private property is illegal unless there is a “military necessity”
to do so. The current situation with the uprooting and destruction of olive trees
cannot be defined as a military necessity, and have not been approved but rather
condemned by the international society. The Israelis are also violating article 33 of
the Fourth Geneva Convention about collective punishment. The victims are then
not only the farmers, but the Palestinians in general through the bad economy
that is so dependent on agriculture.
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Then the dove came to him
in the evening, and behold a
freshly plucked olive leaf was in
her mouth; and Noah knew that
the waters had receded from the
earth.

(Genesis 8:11)
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Gha2| Shawsheh (53) a father of seven and a resident of Husan, a town in the west of
Bethlehem, has been one of the new farmers to benefit from the Olive Tree Campaign.
He has inherited land from his father, but is struggling hard to keep his land after the
creation of the Betar lllit settlement.

As the settlement has expanded to surround his land, Ghazi is forced to pass through
the settlement to get to his field. Here he endures harassment, threats and attacks.
The worst incident so far was when his car was completely smashed, its windows
broken, its tires punctured, inside the settlement. This was a great loss for Ghazi
as he depended on this car for his work as a farmer. Ghazi reported the case to the
Israeli army hoping that they would find the responsible. However the Israeli army
claimed they knew nothing about it, and when Ghazi asked to see the cameras in the
settlement, the Israeli soldiers told him they were shut off that day.

Ghazi and his family have defended their land against settlers for two decades,
knowing that once he gives in to the oppression and discrimination imposed on him
by the occupation and its settlers, he will lose his land and perhaps his life.
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For it is He who has brought into being gardens,
both the cultivated ones and those growing
wild. And the date-palm, and the fields bearing
multiform produce, and the olive tree and the
pomegranate: alf resembling one another and
yet so different.

The Cattle 6:141
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The olive branch as a symbol of peace

The olive tree and olives carry major symbolic meaning in the Middle East. Not only
has it been, and still is one of the major agricultural resources in the area, but it
also brings with it an ancient history of cultural and religious practice. We can find
the mentioning of olive and olive trees from Homer, in the Bible and in the Koran.
To this day olive oil is used in religious ceremonies, for health reasons and also
as a main ingredient in cooking. The olive branch symbolizes light, purification,
hope, patience, fertility, protection, victory and, importantly peace. In a Palestinian
context, the olive branch is a major symbol of connection to their land, culture and
historical identity and the fight for peace and justice.
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These are the two olive trees
and the two lamp stands
standing before the God of the
earth.

(Revelation 11: 4)
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Since the beginning of 2000 almost half a million Palestinian olive trees have been
uprooted or destroyed. The Palestinian farmers experience harassment from Israeli
settlers living close to the olive fields, and this is preventing them from reaching
their land. The Joint Advocacy Initiative (JAI) invites internationals to come and pick
olives and plant olive trees in areas close to Israeli settlements or bypass roads or the
Apartheid Wall. These lands are in danger of being confiscated or destroyed, but with
international volunteers present the farmers will receive the help and protection
they need to carry on.

The programs include visits to different organizations working for human rights, and
giving the participants insight into the situation in Palestine. The participants will
also see different cities and villages an the West Bank, and get to know Palestinian
culture.
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A lamp lit form the blessed tree — an
olive tree that is neither of the east nor
of the west. The oil whereof would give
light of itself even though the fire had
not touched it; light upon light

(The Light 24: 35)
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The benefits of olives and olive oil

Olives and olive oil are proven to be very beneficial to human health. Olives are
rich in antioxidants, vitamins, iron and minerals, and by adding olives and olive
oil to your diet you can reduce the risk of developing kidney and bladder diseases,
colon cancer, osteoporosis and asthma. Olives also protect against heart disease by
controlling bad cholesterol and raising the good cholesterol in the blood. They can
reduce blood pressure and decrease the risk of gallstones.

Olive oil can be used as a skin moisturizer and protection from sunlight and face
wrinkles. It is very good for dry hair and nails, and is also used to treat herpes, hair
loss and rheumatism.
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And when they had sung an
hymn, they went out into the
mount of Olives

{Mark 14: 26)
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YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN:

THE OLIVE PLANTING PROGRAM

7th - 16th February, 2009

To help and show solidarity with Palestinian farmers

and land owners, to strengthen our mission in “Keeping
Hope Alive” for a better future to the oppressed in this
ongoing conflict, and bring awareness to an expanding
international network of friends and partners about the
real life Palestinians who are striving for peace with justice.

JOURNEY FOR JUSTICE

24th July - 2nd August, 2009

For young YMCA / YWCA leaders, to go through a
challenging program that aims to witness, accompany and
share Palestinian youth in their daily life, with their stories,
experiences, and dreams.

T'HE OLIVE PICKING PROGRAM

17th - 27th October, 2009

To assist in picking olive in fields that are situated in
proximity of Israeli settlements and bypass roads. In these
areas, an international presence is often needed in order to
help Palestinian farmers to access their olive groves which
are in danger of being confiscated.
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