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The Olive Tree Campaign (0TC).

By the end ofthe 7th Planting seasoninJan 2009, OTC managed
to go beyond its premier objective of planting and replanting
50.000 sponsored olive trees. Thousands of sponsors
from around the world have joined the campaign’s
mission in keeping hope alive by using the olive tree
as their tool of solidarity with the Palestinians. This
have helped in supporting hundreds of farmers and
land owners across the Palestinian occupied land
by planting trees and passing on their stories of
struggle and commitment to their olive fields while
confronting injustice and oppression.
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Olive Tree
Calendar

Food:

Mix olive oil with wine vinegar,
crushed garlic, and fresh grated
Parmesean cheese for salad
dressing.
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The Olive CPfcmting CProgmm

The joint Advocacy Initiative (JAI) and the Alternative Tourism Group (ATG)
started implementing the Olive Planting Program in February 2008, an
annual program in which many people from around the world come
together to experience Palestine, an experience that was described by
many as a life changing one. Besides planting olive trees the program
includes eye opening visits to Jerusalem, Hebron, Ramallah and
Bethlehem where people get to witness and learn about the on
going atrocities committed by the Israeli Government, military and
settlers against the Palestinians. The program also provides an
opportunity to experience the Palestinian culture and daily life.
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Preserver:
Rub olive oil into wooden cutting 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
boards to help prevent cracking, 5ailf Tof
repel staining and marking. It ém'h of Prophet
also prevents the blade rusting. Mohammedp
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The Olive Tree Camyaigu world wide

OTC has many partners across Europe, North America and East Asia, who
work on promoting the campaign to as many people as possible. In the
Netherlands for example, five Dutch NGOs: Cordaid, IKV Pax Christi, ICCO
and the Dutch YMCA and YWCA have formed a local OTC in support of the
campaign. Through the Olive Tree Campaign people are made aware of the
injustice that Palestinians suffer. Sponsoring an olive tree creates a special
bond between the sponsor and the place where the tree is planted. It is the
begining of a special connection between the Dutch sponsor and Palestine.
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Olive Tree

o) Calendar

SubsEitute:

A small amount of olive oil
applied after shampooing can
substitute hair conditioner,
used as a massage oil, shaving
oil, and beauty cream.
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— —— _ In June 2002 the Israeli government decided to built a physical barrier in order
R = - L] 1 | . .
L — R to separate Israel from the West Bank, ostensibly as a measure of security and

safety for Israeli citizens. Those parts of the barrier already built impose major
1 restrictions on the Palestinian local residents, cutting them off from health
services, educational institutions and even family members. Palestinians need
special permits to cross the barrier which are difficult to obtain, causing severe
restrictions of movement within the West Bank. The massive confiscation
and destruction of agricultural land and the setting up of closed military
zones, which make it impossible for many farmers to access their fields,
render hundreds of thousands deprived of their livelihood and drive many
into poverty.
The barrier route of more than 770 km does not follow the 1967 Green Line,
which is about 320 km long, and evidently violates Palestinians’ Human
Rights. This leads to the de facto annexation of an eventual 42% of the West

Bank, as a sole security measure questionable.
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Settlements

Since 1967, 121 settlements and 102 outposts have been established by Israel in
the Occupied Palestinian Territories, populated by almost 500,000 Israeli citizens.
' These communities are considered illegal under international law as stated in
article 49 of the 4th Geneva Convention, which prohibits an occupying power
from transferring citizens from its own country to the occupied territories.
Furthermore, according to the Hague Regulations, the occupier is not allowed

to create permanent facts in the occupied territory.
In the building process of these settlements, thousands of dunams of
Palestinian land have been stolen constituting some fifty percent of the West
Bank. Palestinians are not allowed to enter these areas as well as their
bypass roads, which made sharp changes in the map of the West Bank and
* limits local housing development and freedom of movement severely. The
Israeli government, however, tries to encourage the migration to settlements

by offering benefits and tax reductions to those willing to move.
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Olive Tree
Calendar
Make ups:

Rub olive oil into to fingernails
before and after manicuring,

and use it as a makeup
remover.
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Al-Khader w’[fage - Bethlehem district

Al Khader is a village near Bethlehem with a population of 9,200 inhabitants and
a total of 20,090 dunums of land. As classified in the Oslo Agreements, only
2.8% of the total village area is area A, meaning under Palestinian Authority.
With 5.9% being area B in Al Khader, Israeli-controlled area C amounts to
91.3% of the total village area. Agriculture is a major source of income in Al
Khader and the area is known for its high quality agricultural lands. However,
the Israeli occupation has made the cultivation of land very challenging for
the farmers and their families. The construction of six settlements and a
bypass roads built on the land of the village in addition to restrictions of
movement have made living and working in Al Khader increasingly difficult.
With the Israeli occupation obstructing the marketing of agricultural products
and limiting the use of water, and the village's land being confiscated for the
construction of Israeli-only infrastructure, farmers struggle to make a living
in Al Khader. Lastly, the Israeli apartheid wall that will end up isolating over
15 000 dunums (75%) of Al Khader land, will separate its residents from their

land and impede their everyday life.
AR 2

N (o Laiga Yoot e g Luns g (Aaud A Y ¢ ¢ LIS ke florg @) Cow (i o8 S| Ay 5B 2l
CAedauwdal) Aalut| 15 2. Adlaike oA Ay yal) Ao buwe Flear | (o dadd % YA 518 gl gl ABLAT Cawnmyg

A AN A Luws et (00 % AN )Y ALS (SO il Lgle slaud U Adlaieg o Adlaie 2% 0,9 ae

G U ae g . A ) 31 L 5 2 A Lo 5.3 90 pgih (ol A »AN 008 B (Sl (s 1 il Aty 5 yoiiad
e Audg pat) 35.EH I ABLSY LA AL L 1 el g o LW 1y (251 Acly) (o Lo ¥ d)&:«aﬁ"d.ﬂ?k
(30 mantt 2 Jeall g (Sealt (o Jan A 3aN1 i 5l oo Lgy Adomil! ABLETW (3 phall g Ol jesiius Cow £ Ly 10 (AS 53
Bragu prladg JB pasg A Al 2o (g 41 A h I o L) SrlaS Al (30 LD il ) I W1 sy - A gaual | 2 A0L2 y90
S Sl (oo (190 i e 3 1)1 dadd Dl paw ) ALl A ¢ LESY g 531 (i1 5] 3 )3 Liaae @ 9 At ) 391 Sl 3
Sy  piade]) il gi iy (HV0) Laltga VOt v+ (yo ST J3ms Gguu LA puu ¥ (G puaiall hiadh) Jlke OIB (i g -l Redl ==
EVIRIPV.(OPY. J0G VPR TR PIRTE RPe | u&‘

=\

%

G\ BY T W



As the vitamins which olive oil
contains have the quality of
renewing cells, they are used
in anti-aging treatment of
tissues and organs, feed and

protect the skin.
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CMiﬁ’tary orders

" e Expropriation and destruction of Palestinians property has been going on
S N YOl R for many years but are still excused as military necessities or explained
' L as extreme and unique cases. Under international law these so-called
military orders are legal to a certain extent, namely that an occupying
power may take privately owned land to house its military forces
temporarily. That means the occupying power acquires no property
rights whatsoever and is therefore not allowed to establish any
permanent structures on the ground. Israel, however, used the
military orders to confiscate land and to build settlements on it such
as Efrat or Har Gilo. Due to their significant and monitoring role the
Israeli ‘High Court of Justice” ruled them legal as key means of
defense and security, although conflicting with international law.
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Olive Tree
Calendar

Paint removal:

Remove paint from hair or
skin by dabbing a cotton ball
dipped in olive to the affected

area.
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Jab’a:

Is a small Palestinian community located 15 KM southern west
of Bethlehem city where about 900 Palestinians live. The land
of this community has been a target for land confiscation
through military orders since 1967. Jab’a no longer has direct
access to the Northern Hebron towns and will be isolated in
the southern west part of Bethlehem Governorate because of
the apartheid wall and the surrounding settlements. The JAI
Olive Tree campaign has supported many farmers from that
town; the mostly known farmer is Khaled Masha’leh, better
known as Abu Naji. He is facing a massive loss of land and
property because of military orders and whose trees were
stolen from his land by the Israeli Military only 3 days after
planting his land.
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Hb[ive Tree
Calendar

O(we leafs:
Olive Leaf Extract is an
antibacterial, antiviral and
antiparasitic substance.
High tension medication is
produced with the leaves of
olive tree
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Beit Hanoun - Gaza Strip

%’Ly b/ ﬁ‘” 'l ; th In 2007 The Olive Tree Campaign planted 840 olive trees for 7 Palestinian farmers
R T pt"‘r '- from Beit Hanoun in the north of Gaza. This took place in cooperation with the
Jn BAC R AR T 1 f : : .« Union of Agricultural Work Committees there.

i i f L , The people in Gaza suffer from severe human rights violations due to
21 Israeli occupation's practices, including the total destruction of houses and

4 farmland and a complete closure of the borders of Gaza. The World Bank
" has described the current situation in Gaza as the worst economic crisis in
' modern history.
Willemijn Leenhouts from Cordaid - the Netherlands visited 2 farmers from
Beit Hanoun in 2009. She witnessed that the field of Abdullah Adwan was
completely destroyed during the Israel’'s invasion of Gaza in January 2009,
including his house, the JAI sign and the irrigation system. The field used
¥ to be planted with 120 olive trees sponsored through the JAI Olive Tree
Campaign in 2007. She also visited the field of Rabah Yousef El Masri, which
was not destroyed and the sponsored 130 olive trees remained alive.
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Olive Ticéing

The Olive Picking Program has been organized each fall since 2004 in
coordination with the Alternative Tourism Group (ATG). The olive harvest
season is short and often Palestinians are harassed or prevented from
picking their olives by Israeli settlers or military forces. To resist this, the JAI
invites internationals to come pick olives with Palestinian farmers since
the mere presence of those gives the protection and help the farmers
need. Each year people from America, Africa, Europe and Asia come to
join the program showing their civil solidarity with the Palestinians.
Besidespickingolives, thisyear'sten-day programfeaturespresentations
about the organizing institutions, the current situation in Palestine and
the effect of the Apartheid Wall, also tours in Jerusalem, Bethlehem,
and Hebron, as well as cultural evenings and social gatherings which
are always a good opportunity to meet people and to get an insight of

Palestinian culture.
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Olive Tree
Calendar

Dryness:

Olive oil can be applied
to chapped lips to relieve
the dryness, and used
as moisturizer and foot

softener.
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__ “The situation for our Palestinian friends in the West Bank and Gaza just seems to get worse
> and worse and there seems so little that | can do to change anything”.
“In the supermarkets | refuse to buy herbs, vegetables and fruit which are the 'product of
Israel’, grown on land stolen by Jewish settlers from Palestinian farmers. | try to get out to
Bethlehem in October every other year to join a group of 'internationals' to help with the
" olive harvest in orchards close to the Wall and Jewish settlements where Palestinians have
¥ difficulties of access and face harassment”. “But there is one very practical way in which we can
all make a fundamental and physical difference to the situation on the ground. This is by joining
the campaign of “Keep Hope Alive” in Palestine. This campaign raises money to purchase and
plant new olive trees. In this way we can give practical support and assistance to our brothers and
sisters in Palestine”. “So | wrote an article for our parish magazine about purchasing olive trees,
and news of this was circulated to other churches. Many people sent me donations because they
too wanted to help Palestinians in a practical way. Since 2003 our efforts locally have raised sufficient
money to purchase 807 olive trees”.
“We can make a difference? “Yes we can”, as some famous person said repeatedly recently”.
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Olive Tree
Calendar

Polish:

Mix one part lemon juice
with 3 parts olive oil to make
wooden furniture  polish.
Apply a little olive oil to your
shoes to restore their shine.
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‘A Case Story of a farmer - Walid Bannoura

Walid is a resident of Beit Sahour. He is married, has four children and works in olive wood handcraft.
Walid owns a field is on the east of the town that is, less than 1 km away from where he lives. His
- field is some 3 donums( 3000 meters square) in area and it is adjacent to his cousins’ fields
., and all together form an area of some 6 donums. Before 1998, he used to have access to his
., field and a house that he was constructing within! It was almost ready until the Israeli soldiers
handed him a warning that it will be destroyed for the sake of constructing a bypass road
connecting Israeli settlements in the area! He refused to leave the house and field, believing
that this measure is unfair.
Few months later his building was destroyed and around 1 donums of his field was confiscated
; now located beyond the fence/ wall, while the rest is still under the threat of confiscation.
The JAI supported Walid and planted his field with 100 olive trees, and his cousins with
around 50. Walid still takes care of the trees and field on almost daily basis despite of the
fact that the Israeli soldiers came near his field several times and threatened to shoot at him
W : 2 if he stays there. Walid insists to keep going to his field and take care of the trees. Besides
T e - - this problem and as a result of the water shortage in the Palestinian areas and for not having
- s ~ . awellin the field, Walid cannot easily irrigate his trees with the needed amount of water, and
. - usually needs to carry buckets of water from his home to the field in a show of persistence to
o keep the trees alive .
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Qlive oil reduces the acidity
“in“stomach and in this way it
protects the stomach against
diseases such as gastritis and
ulcer. It activates bile secretion
and helps digestion become

perfect.
S5O
Buall Adga Ay (e O Corh Jay
QLA (2150l (50 letasmy Akl 0l
I8 dadin 45 LS As,aMg Sdall
Adee 2. delunyy Ayglrdialt 5ylaall
A ealt muaagh!

\AJI AT

6 7
13 14
20 21
27 28

Joint Advocacy Initiative

The East Jerusalem YMCA
YWCA of Palestine

8 9 10
dolan¥l 48kl 5,85
(08AY) Ig¥! B
Beginning of the First oba¥l 9> o
Intifada (1987) Human Rights Day
15 16 17
del)) ewgo dulsy
RESE)
Beginning of the Olive
Tree Planting Season
22 23 24
Bl L dyllizs
Shepherd’ Nights
Celebration
29 30 31

WS, Al pLauti 5)slte

Cudal - Aol HLdid) dae
(towld - Aovwd) SLLLY e

BT sla Y1

11 12
18 19
25 26

(g22) 3 S se

Christmas day

(Western)

Tel/Fax: +970 (02) 2774540
E-mail: advocacy@jai-pal.org

www.jai-pal.org




