O
J9illa =i

Olive Tree Calendar

2012






J CI n u O ry 2 O -l Olive Tree Calendar

.II

Joijll &yil Aslijy

cLivkil Ao\l 1| anaall |
Sunduv Monduy Tuesday WednéJsduv Tﬁu’rsdc:v Friday Su%ulﬁuv

| ‘ ’ g ° ey _ /
8 9 10 11 12 13 14

() il
Mesw Year (Eastem)

5] 16 1% 18 19 20 21
(i) el ae
Epiphary (Eastern)
_ _ 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Land preparation for planting: land
cultivation and ferilizer application. Caring
for olive trees: measures against olive
disgases woods removal and frees pruning.
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Olive Tree Campaign — 10 Year and Forward:

The year 2012 marks an important milestone in the JAI work. This
year we celebrate the tenth anniversary of the planting season
in the Olive Tee Campaign. The campaign succeeded in
planting the sum of 70,000 olive trees during the course of these
ten years distributed throughout the West Bank and Gaza. The
_ tfrees were sponsored by more than 10,000 sponsors from
= et S b, e around the world. The efforts and continuous support from

L AR S . our partners, both national and infernational, cannot go
un-noticed. With much gratitude to their solidarity, we are
proudly emphasizing that the JAI will continue fo run this
campaign with the aim to end the injustice imposed
upon the Palestinians by the Israeli occupation and
achieving peace with Justice for all.
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Olive Planfing:

The olive tree campaign has been reversing the systematic
destruction of olive trees within Palestine since its inception in 2002,
Through planting olive saplings on Palestinian farm land, the
campaign enables protection of both farmers livelihoods and land.
From 2008, in conjunction with the Alternative Tourism Group (ATG),
the Joint Advocacy Initiative (JAl) has invited participants from
around the globe travel to Palestine for a 10 day olive planting
. program. While observing life under occupation participants
2 help plant olive trees strengthening the very roofs that “keep
hope alive,

As well as digging, hoeing planting and raking, participants
visit various urban and rural locations within the West Bank to
}  gain a more indebt understanding of Palestinian daily life.
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\Water Issues:

Palestine is not short of wafer However west bank residents
continually suffer from drastic water shortages due to 73% of the
total water available being pumped from the West Bank into Israel.
10% goes to the illegal Jewish settlements inside the West Bank,
leaving a mere 17% for use by Palestinians. According fo the World
fa Health Organization (WHO), the minimum supply of water per
capita necessary for a person is 100L/day. In the west Bank 84%
of Palestinian communities survive on less than this. The average
consumption of water per capita in Israel is 300L/day, while it is
only 80 L/day for a Palestinian. Restrictive policies under the
Israeli occupation make it all but impossible for Palestinians to
dig new wells on their own land.
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But | am like a green olive tree in the
house of God: | frust in the mercy of God
for ever and ever,

(Bible, Psalrms 52: 8)
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Campaign’ farmer story:

Abu Maher (64) is a Pdlestinion farmer from Al-Khader near
Bethlehem, who owns nearly 0.07 k2 of land located within the 7
km2 of agricultural land of Al-Khader. His land has been subjected
to continuous lsraeli military and settlers violence that included the
burning of his shelter cutting and uprooting of his frees and
destruction of a rainwater cistern (well).
The olive tree fo him is not just a harvestable crop; it is @
“blessed” tree, mentioned in the holy books since thousands of
years. He issued a blessing fo all those who have sponsored a
tree and helped him plant, calling their support priceless. He
expressed his desire for everyone to visit his land, fo see and
learn. "We can always use help” he said. "The land for us is
linked to our soul”.
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The Apartheid Wall:

When finished, the apartheid wall between Israel and the West
Bank will be some 774Km long, twice the length of the 1949
Armistice Line (Green Line). This will result in 47% of Palestinian
land being annexed to Israel and leave over 35,000 West Bank
Palestfinians living in gated compounds controlled by Israel,
Further to this the 250,000 Palestinians resident in East
Jerusalem will be severely restricted from visiting friends and
family inside the West Bank. Vast amounts of Palestinian
agricultural land have been stolen for the purposes of
building the wall, impacting negatively on the livelihoods

of Palestinian farmers,
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Israeli Seftlements inside the West Bank Update:

There are 121 illegal Israeli settlements along with 102 outposts
situated inside the West Bank on land occupied by Israel since 1967,
Currently half a million Zionist settlers occupy these residences. The
contfinued development of settlements within the West Bank is an
infegral part of Israeli Zionist strategy fo fragment Palestinian
communities stagnating Palestinion development and
changing the demographics of the region. Contrary fo
intfernafional condemnation of illegal settlement building
Israel continues with its plans unabated. As of August 2011 the
Israeli interior ministry approved a plan o build 1,600 homes
for Jewish settlers in occupied East Jerusalem. This action is a

direct contravention of the Fourth Geneva Convention.
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Journey for Justice 201 1.

The Journey for Justice 2011 saw 27 internationals from around the
globe, along with 3 international JAl volunteers spend the week
from July 23rd to 30th travelling extensively throughout the West Bank
and to East Jerusalem. As well as observing the daily lives of
Palestinian people under occupation the group aftended a variety
of presentations on topics such as the BDS campaign the
Palestinian Kairos Document, the Palestinion water crisis and

i &,..:“Gm__;__'#_,,, ! _ engaged in a gquestions and answers session with Dr Nabil Sha’at
4F~s-;-&,_~.‘-;;-,f-1a»s == 4 from the Palestinian authority,. Home stays were organized for all

—

allow for an insight into everyday Palestinian family life.
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Campaign Sponsor and Activist story:

Several years ago | was in Palestine with the international solidarity
movement. Like 1000 of other people around the world | had
chosen not to be a bystander After this experience with ISM |
», decided to be more active and later signed up for the olive picking
& program. This was what | was looking for: actively show my solidarity
with a people living under occupation, and as an eyewitness be
able to raise awareness and help break the silence, once back
home. Since then | fry as much as | can to promote the
campaign and draw peoples attention on the situation of the
Palestinians. To help Palestinian farmers pick their olives and
through the campaign, to confribute to the (re)-planting of
olive trees Is a peaceful act of resistance against one of the
greatest injustices in our world.
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Al-Walajeh (land taken for wall construction):

Prior fo 1948 the village of al Walajeh comprised of almost
18Km2. Affer 1948 75% of village land was annexed to Israel
leaving just 4.5Km2 for homesteads and agricultural use. The
illegal expansion of Jerusalem in 1967 further reduced the
village area tfo just 2.2Km2. This left Ein Juwaiza, an intrinsic part
of the village annexed inside Israel, separating residents from
their families and land. The current Israeli segregation plan
allows for some 2210 Dunums (546 acres) of village land to
be annexed to Israel. This will see 32% of available
| agricultural land belonging to village residents annexed
behind the segregation wall.
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Olive leafs:

Clive Leaf Extract is an antibacterial,
antiviral and antiphrastic substance. High
fension medication is produced with the

leaves of olive tree
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Since the year 2,000, almost 7,000 years after people first enjoyed
the bounty of the olive tree; this annual yield has been put into
continued jeopardy. Israeli settlers have destroyed almost one and @
half million Palestinian owned olive trees. Each autumn for the past
six years the Joint Advocacy Initiative (JAD), assisted by the
Alternative Tourism Group (ATG), invites internationals of all ages
and backgrounds to come and assist Palestinian farmers harvest
their crop.
As well as harvesting each participant develops a greater
understanding of the plight of all Palestinians through
presentations and fours. In keeping with the fraditional spirit of
“mr the harvest, fraditional cultural evenings allow for social
=2 engagement for all.
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International day of Solidarity:

The International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People is held
each year on the 29th of November. On this day the international
community is encouraged fo reflect on the occupation of Palestine
there complicity in its continuance. The Palestinian people are yet fo
attain their inalienable rights as defined by the UN General
Assembly, namely, the right to self-determination without external
| inferference, the right to national independence and
sovereignty, and the right to refurn fo their homes and property
from which they had been displaced. November 29th is
significant as it was on this day in 1947 that the UN General
Assembly adopted the resolution on the partition of Palestine,
resolution 181 (II).
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Stomach and throat: Clive ol reduces the
acidity in stornach and in this way it protects the
stornach against diseasas such as gastitis and
ulcer. It can help socothe a tickling or sore throat,
and in some cases I taken just before bed it can
alleviate snoring
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Economic & Nutritional value of olives:

While the Olive tree has become symbolic for Palestinion hope
under oppression, its continued cultivation is also vital from a
practical perspective. The humble Olive tree is a nutritional staple
while also providing oll for lighting homes soap for cleaning as well
the raw material needed for Olive wood products. Medical studies
have shown that using clive oil instead of animal fats significantly
reduces the risk of developing heart disease by controlling
cholesterol levels in the blood. Olive oil by products can be
used to creafe skin moisturizing and sun protection creams.
Economically the Olive harvest accounts for about 156 -20% of
fotal agricultural output in the occupied Palestinian territories,
amounting fo 25% of GDPR
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HOPE

Join our 2012 Olive Tree
Campaign programs in Palesfine: ALI\/E

QOlive Planting Program: 4 - 13 February

Olive Picking Program: 13 - 23 October z sz s ad Py
You are also encouraged fo celebrate the Campaign 10th Sl WELETL * 3 P, R
Anniversary with us, in your country, e B G 2 L
by various actions and activities. i :
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